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. - 
material (rock. c*artlt. salt) l 'ro~r~ arr c.\tt.rior. ~tatural settittg. and 
placing it into a t t~a~~ip~rI; t t~~cl.  pw~twtri~:al v o ~ ~ l i p r a t i o ~ l  within 
die artilicial. i~ttc:rior cwr~lirtc*~ of a gallery, or museutli contest. 
Tlw idea \va> to set u p  a tlialcv~tic.al rtrlatiortsliip in w11icl1 t111: 
mirror. or the void fu~~ctiorrcvl as a displac:c:r~~c~rt ol' art actual 
site. which is tlie~i c:ross-rc.l;.rc.~~~.~~(I to tltv rc:~~~oved tliaterial in 
its new setting. ;\s t h  mirror tva> placwl ailjacctit to the same 
salt material itr botli tltv salt t t r i ~ r v  artd i l l  1 1 1 ~  gallery. the cross- 
ref'eretlcirig occwrrcd at two 1t~141. c~or~c~rrrrcwtlv: tirst. in terms 
of the  mix of I1ot11 t11v virt~tal ; I I I I I  rtxtl \ \ . i t I ~ i t ~  cadi  local setting: 
second. a- a cwrtclitic~u to 1 1 4 .  -'r~.Il~-c-tcd" 1)ac.k fro111 tlic salt ~tiirir 
to t l t v  galler!. and viw-I-cwa. '1'1111s it \va3 tlw tlispl[~cctl site. 
ri~ther than tltr itti~~i~diatch jra111~y t11;tt ~,erforltietl as the 
i~~ilnediate crotrtc~\t h r  t l t v  \wrL  or. iis d t w r i l ) ~ d  11) Rolwrt 
ldobbs. "tltc. hor~-itv:. rtr;.atcB 1111tlt tlw ;lalltq+y'> spaw arrtl t l t v  

prir~~ary of p*rwptio~t as 111t.y l ~ ~ ~ i t t t  atvay l ' rot~~ t l t~tt t~elves a r ~ d  
t c ~  t h t ~  Site."' 

~wntains 31111tethittg ~ \ ~ K I I I I V I I I .  to i t - c ~ l f .  ; t ~ d  t I r : t t  local ha> 1)ee11 
inliabitt~tl I)! .I ~~,trticwlar prvsc*llr*c. \ \ l ~ i c . l ~  .;hitis 1111~ gv~leric. 
itlrtrtit! ol' 1111, c.otttc-\l ~ I ~ I I I  ;I sl~cv'ilit- J I I I I  I Y I I I I ~ I I V \  agclit ol 
urtilicxtiort. 



436 ARCHITECTURE, CULTURE, AND THE CHALLENGES OF GLOBALIZATION 

Tl~v o i l w  sl~iti from Smit1iao11'r Site-Nonsitz ~ ~ ~ c i d c l  is t h t  
there is neit11t.r p11j~ical sul~stitution or displacement of a c t ~ ~ a l  
111atelia1s from a gi\rrl sit(* to another. or thc~ litc.ral trarrrporting 
of a sliecd'ic. given context to ar~otlrer location (which i r r  c*t.rt:li~r 
limited cases, would not Ire impossible to avhit.ve). Rather, the 
a111~11rl~t io to ir~terchalyr the gcrrrrd structuravorgarrizatio~~al 
clldra~+~~riati~.s round in either arr existing contest. or a 
prototypical trrllan c o d i ~ i o n .  \\hich ia to t l~r r~  Le "placetl." 
eitl~er as 311 wolutio~rirry process o \ w  time - or abruptly 
implanted - into anotlwr cwntett. 

011 tile surl'xe. hi3 may not seem so difI't:r(:~rt I h i r r ~  Inany of the 
a-ccrrrt~ts~r~al tl~vrlopments that I ~ a w  occur~ed ~ o ~ i t i ~ ~ u a l l y  i r r  
the city over thc last ~:twtury, in wlii~11 projects of varying 
sc:aI~h. p ~ s s e s s i ~ ~ g  i ~ i t e r ~ ~ a l  c11aracttistics that come out or IWIV 

prnprrra~ri~r~ati~+, tc~;l~rrological. eronomic:, or social demands arc 
transposed into a wrrtext of'co~npletely clill;?rcwt cl~aracteristics. 
Exalr~~rles include the to\\lc:r-irl-tire-park p a r a d i p  arrd so rrrarry 
other ~ r r l ~ a r ~  n:~~c:\val projects in cities througllout the U.S. huih 
during tlie 1050s and lOOOs, i u c l ~  a Stu,.vesa~rt To~vr~.  Baruch 
Ho~isrs. arid o t l~c r  ~~~oclerniat  projects in..;t:rtvcl illto the fabric of 
Rla11lrattan"s 181 1 pit!. Also c ~ t ~ l t l  Ile ir~clucled are the I r r~i ld i~~g 
of large-scale mixed-we, shol111i11g malls, or sports cwrnl~loscs 
of uwrc rrt:c~lt \intage. which are arbitrarily placed illto the 
fin(,-grair~etl hl~ric. of c=xisti~~g cities: or into riatrrral la~r~lscapes 
i r r  rural ccor~trsts. I11 most opc.ratior~s of this kind. thertl is 110 

relatiorrsl~i~ I~c~t\werr the structural rlaturc oI' 111e I I ~ W  intenen- 
ti011 and the existing c.orll~.xt - 1111th exist as  srparatc er~titic!~, 
side hy side, a d  inaintairi tl~c:ir same essential charact~:ris~.i~:s 
irreslwctivc. ol' ~~ar t i r r~ ln r  site dif'l'ererlcc:~. 

The cJillerc:nc:e in \viiat is Ibeing proposed I I I ? ~ I !  is tlre attenlpt to 
attai~r nc\v organizations based  or^ an o~!rrlc~ppir~g- or (:rosy 
svnthesir; oI' dil'f1.rc111 types of contests. Tlw characteristics of 
one arc ir~tcrtwirred into the cdlaracteristics of the ot11t.r. 
r(w111irrg in :I new integrated I r y l d  that share r~iultij~l~! 
identiticts. \Vlrilr they may have c:or~rv fronr dittkrent sour.ci*s. 
and have Ihw foru~al qualities in rommor~. t111.y arc. to speak to 
eacllotller, act togethc!r, ant1 perform tngct lrer. il' or~ly i r i  

dialectical terms. and o w r  time. develop cross associatio~is th:rt 
allow theilir;elvrs to 1)e assilnilated into a I I I . ~ ,  corr~plex 1111ity. 

Tliv ~r~ot l r l s  fbr tlri+ Lirrti of' evolr~tior~ ol' hybrid torrrr- go Iracl, 
rnuch farther tlrar~ url~ari rc*nc\\al. \vlierl J 11atio11 or rulturc 
took ovrl c~i-ti11;r urharr c-or~te\ts that tl~crr  reeded to rr icSc~t  

dil'llwnt cultur,ll a1111 wcial ncrtli. Tlre Roni,iri Emlleror 
I)iocletia~~'$ pal.lcv* at Split torr~rt.cl h e  i~ilra.;truc~turt~ of' h e r  
medieval I~abitatio~i. in \\hic*l~ the celhllar -~lldi\ ision of 
tl\ct=lling u~ii ts  exist i r~ t l~~~~e~lc le r i t l j  of tlrc I;)rtiIications a ~ d  
c.ro---a\ial plan. 11ut at the same time allou -ul~tl i i isio~i into 
r~riglll~orlrood sector-. \vhiclr ultimately li~~cwrrc urrified as tire 
\\ails disintegrate. Ilaussrnan-s Pari- strret intementitrri:. ,Ire 
p lan~~ei l  i~tdcptwtlcr~tl\. of' local lallrir. Irut serve to cldirrc the 
dialrc&~l rraturc of municipal c ~ r ~ t r o l  and inrli\ idual frredoms. 
wlde  the inlpo4tion nl' new apartment buildir~,v types cleli~iinn 

?. 
the strert organization also claril)' t l ~ e  -ocial/class hic.rarc-11ies ol 
the (lay. In both cases. tllc corrrposite hybrid ia a tar more 
irr t~w?ti~lg a i d  rt=hponsi\e narration of tht= r r l a t io r~sh i~s  bv- 
tween culture a1111 cig lhrm than the chrac.tcristics of' ewli  
urban drvrlop~~rcwt existing in iaolaticrr~. 

One possibility for ir~vebtigatir~g contemptrrar) Itrr1115 of' colnpos- 
ite Gtrr \ v ~ r l ~ l t l  Ire the de\~eloi ) r~~cr~t  of' a net+. type of 11r1)alr- 
sulrurhar~ This type of hyb~id  corittx\t cwuld :iddress 
changes i l l  ctll~un. and technolop that arc beginning to blur 
the roharac.teri?tic.s of traditior~al city and rural patterm of 
~ I * \ + ( * ~ O ~ I I I I C I I ~ .  Such a rorrte\t ~ o u l d  also respond to ctr~illictii~g 
tlt4rc.3: 'l'hose who Ilaw r~11osc.11 to live in suburb< gcrrtmlly 
also ~ r ~ i s s  and desirr nrallv ol' the qualities of urban l i b  ing, :,\l~ile 
tllose who have cl10m1 ~ I J  live in the city gelrerallj also miss 
and desire the clrralities of life in the cwuntry. 

It i >  ~ I I ~ ~ I I A I I  that through a strate? of ir~terc~llar~ging site?, i t  
ma!. hc. 11ohsil)lr to merge a cross-foritnation of I I ~ I ) ' I I I  arrtl 
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~widit ior~.  ~ I I  \vot~lci a l s ~  l ~ t *  cor~ta~ni~~atecl  l)y the qualities of 
tlrc otllzr -i t t , .  'l'he u rba r~- su Idxm h!bricl on the urban sit(. 
wo~dd be eccaentiall~, urban. \\it11 zome sul)urba~i c1iarxteristic.s. 
while the urbali-wburban h!l~rid oli the s~ll~urL)ar~ site \voultl 
I I P  wsentialy suburban. \+it11 rrrtain url)an c*I~ar~c~t(~ri*tic... 

Such a c~ornbi~iatiorr (11' I I ~ [ I ; I I I  and s u l ~ u r l ~ a r ~  Ibrrr~s car1 take 011 

two tlii'l;:rcwt Iypcs ol' evolution. In one case. an initial 
orpnixatiorl is c:onstnlctetl horn the outset that strl~ctrirr~~~oscs 
l)otI~ mndels. The hybrid is. evolvttd a3 a rlcw (,it!, L I ~ I I I ,  drerehy 
ir~tlividual clevclop~ierit is sc~11rc11c:c.d ant1 c:or~trolletl to force a 

sllt'rific r n i s i ~ ~ g  ol'c:o~iditio~~s ard 11rojr.r.t types within an overall 
plan. The o t l l ~ r  11iod~1 is al1p1it.d to either an esirting city or 
suburb: t \ ~ r o ~ ~ $ r  an vvohrtiorr ol' planned relliovals and run- 
dentnation alcmg \ d l 1  tI1r1 i~llplanting 01' q)ecific i~ataly~ic~ 
project'. ~ I I C  tlcsirvd rr~isetl. hybrid coliditio~~ is ultimatcdy 

. . 
is to suggest 1111' power 01' the dialectical city. ac~Iiic:vcttl througlr 
radical act.< oI' grattulg* removal. implaritir~g, layc-ring. and 
su~~r:riru~)o4tic111, leading to a c:oml)lvsity that getier:~te.~ ener?. . . 
and ~nultiple ~)osiil~ilitic:s f'or livi~ig. Ilie tra~isk~rn~atiorr ol' 

earlier. si~iiplisti~:. : . i r~~r lar  ~rrodelr into new co~n l l i~~a t io~ l s  (:all 
provide I I I ~ W  c:lroi~-ei autl the einergrrlw 01' I I I W  itlcntities 
througlr a rlt:cwsary blurring. a i'orril ol' '-l'~rzi~" ur~ilicratiorr and 
cc~ritir~~rity ~ W I W I  the itliter atid ~ I U ~ I T  (:it?. 

Stiiithson lirbt recounts tlie Iiiston 01' tlw park. and its I 3st 
geological u i c t a~~~orp l~os i s  (virtually ~ ~ o t l ~ i n g  rerr~ainecl url- 

acl~rattc'r>. an e\posed gas rnctc-r, t11v  grorlr~tlskeepr~rs and tr~~caks. 
  to rag^ facilities. \icw.- of r~constructiun. glal'liti. ~~oliticul 
ititer\c~r~tior~h (Stra\\berry Fields), cwtc~rtair~r~~crrt c.\ents. con- 
.tructetl eierttb (pla!grourrd-. the zoo. R ol~rian ririL). oil *Ii(-i\. 
and di\ic. ( Y I ~  on  th r  P o d .  all irnapirlcd (or red) muger .  
etc. - all prcwit  a co~dlictil~g doie of realit! th.it lit, nitllin. and 
>c~~neti~tie> do111i11atr over the larger rtie-ag~~ 01' t l r v  >ul)li~ne. 
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uricxl)cv~tc.~l I-or~l'rontatio~i. the anrhiguity ol' not 11ci11,v >II rc.. tllat 
rt-ally stimulates, makes 11s sliocl\ecl, happy. or at least auare of 
b e i q  alive. 

This is what i s  so powerful, arid ~tossil~l!- tlangerous a l~out  Claes 
Oltlc~tlmrg's urban ~iior~urnerlt.~, which rspal~tl  out ot' the safe 
ccmlincs ol' the gallery, all11 ir~tc.rnct with our daily life. \5'11:1t 
I~usi~iess does a (rearshift Iravr to take the place of the Yelson 

? 
Colurn~~ in Tratalpr Square. or a scissors to replace tlw 
Pi 'aslr i~~gto~~ Mor~urr~ent'! 'I'he former is ir~spircd 11)' tlrc constarll 
traBic congestion arourrrl 'l'ral'algar Square, the latter ~~ io rp lm-  
1ogic:ally equi\-alent to the Ol~c~lisk, hut also a clialope almirt 
division. an11 a more cli~alistir rcl;:rc:r~c:c: to 1111tll 111altr a rd  
fe~nalt. sourc:c2$. rather tlian only the pllalli~r y ~ ~ ~ b o l i s ~ r l  of I I I C  
111aIr.l" 'rlw result ol' SLII:II a c.onl'rontatio~l ~hrougll rernoval can 
h r p l y  delirte a conterlt that is far more appropriate mtl 
rctlw:~r~t to current cult~~rcx tlrar~ the n ~ o l ~ u ~ n e n t s  u-hich they 
rctplirc:etl. whiclr l)y now are rlo l o ~ ~ g r r  really seen. or receive :111y 

real cor~srious attcl~tiorr. 

f3oth projects \roultl 311tnt.rt e\pectations. would certainly bv 
.I~oc.kir~g atrrl improper. cmly pnrtl) due to their image, ar~d 
Illure wit11 1 1 1 ~  lavt of their displace~iient ol t l r v  w w d  I r is tor i~~~~l  
~narlier. seen in the ~wrcw ol' the traditional cih. These and 

(One can ~:o~~c:Iucle that the  ~ ~ ~ o s t  effective pc~ssihility of the 
syrtlletic as an url)ar~ strategy is one ol' wtablishing a dialec.tict 
with c o n t c s ~  history. material, as well as the collisitm wit11 
other ovc:rlay.i of artificial c:or~trol that may not esactly I)e in 
apee111(~11t with each otht=r. 'l'lte clitticulty. as wcdl as the 
clrallcr~ge in this is that the: dialectic can no  lorrgrr Iw acliievecl 
i n  the historical senw ol' opposition. or pnlarizatior~. .A11 ibrms. 
events ant1 apac:es in the city potrntially exist in a s1icli11,u. 
shifting state of lmth real a rd  artifice. aliplrd or~ly tlrrough 
intent. degrees 01' transli~r~riation. and re la t ions l~i~~ lo context. 
'I'he carved step.;. i ~ r  Cclltral Park as d t w r i l ~ c ~ l  I)! Smithson are 
as artitic:ial (ant1 real) as other roclis I~rougl~t  in tiom other 
lucations; tlre Oltlenhurg gearshift is 1101 arly less justified, or 
remo\etl 1'r1-1111 l~istorical relevanc:c. I I I ~ I I  the statue of Nelso~l: 
a ~ r d  1 1 1 ~  I'ra~r~ed original I ~ ~ U - ~ Y I I I I  artifart has been no nrore or 
I l ' i H  rtwo\ed from realit) tl~arl other advertised fhhricatic~~r- of' 

~ ~ ~ o d e n r  culture. 4rly chject can be ;IIIYI ot tlrv ~rwessity ot 
t~tiliz'iti~~r i11td acyuire t h t *  dlll'il (or r~~- re~) rese~ l t a t i i~~r )  oi' t l ~ e  
\\orI, 01'art I)! being p 1 ~ 1 d  ir~to the nluseuln cuntext. 2 s  ~ I I I \ \ I I  

111 L)uch:~mp.l~ 

The p a l  i* to x l ~ i e v e  awarelres, hciglitcweci cwrterit. and 
11o~ihlv. r w l i g l ~ t e ~ ~ ~ n e ~ ~ t  (if not a dvp.cts of en te r t a i rme~~t )  
tllrougl~ the d e c t e d  assoriatic~r~. il~teraction. and sequence of' 
I I C ~ I . C * ~ ~ ~ C ) I I  ol'ohjerts. ~ILIIY'S  a1111 events. I t  is suggested that tlw 
dialectical rity. I I I ~ ~ I .  up of any nurnber of variatiol~s a r d  
pos>ilditic*s, tl~rives on s11c11 c.orrfro~~tation. and can be as 
I-ontrolltd (and perl~aps .-tlc..igr~cd") a> r r~uc l~  as the I'abrication 
of' an! other art fhrni, or I~rodurt  of modern culture. 

NOTES 
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